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We are all pretty familiar with Peter’s tendency to say 
exactly the wrong thing at important moments.  When 
Jesus first predicts that he is going to Jerusalem where 
he will suffer and die, Peter takes it upon himself to 
tell Jesus that that cannot happen, and gets put in his 
place for it:  “Get behind me satan…!” 
 
This past Sunday we heard in Matthew’s account of 
the passion that Peter professes to Jesus, “Even though 
I should have to die with you, I will not deny you…” 
only to see later in the story that Jesus’ prediction 
comes true:  Peter not only denies Jesus, he does it 
three times! 
 
In this evening’s Gospel of Jesus’ last supper with his 
disciples Peter resists Jesus’ attempt to be the servant 
to them by washing their feet.  It’s a highly symbolic 
act, fraught with meaning.  Peter gets the meaning, but 
he is not willing for Jesus to provide that service: 
“You will never wash my feet.”  Peter calls Jesus 
“Master,” but there are limits to how Peter will allow 
the Master to function.  What’s getting in the way of 
that? 
 
It’s important for us to recognize that Peter, more than 
anyone else in the Gospels, is the person designated to 
voice the common opinion of the disciples.  He may 
be the most vocal, but he is hardly alone.  He 
represents us all. We are like Peter, whether we want 
to think of ourselves that way or not. 
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Given that that’s how the gospels portray the disciples, 
and given that we count ourselves among their 
number, we do well to reflect on what it is that keeps 
putting Peter at odds with Jesus.  What gets in his way 
when following the Lord could very well be at work in 
us, too.  Here are some likely possibilities: 
 
1. Peter has strong views on how the Messiah should 
operate when he comes.  He has trouble considering 
that God might have another, better approach.  Our 
strong views on how things should be done, especially 
when the matter seems urgent, can keep us from being 
open to what God is actually doing.  We can even 
cloak those views in religious language and references 
to our Sacred Tradition, but in the end, if it’s not 
God’s will, we’re better to leave it aside and let God 
lead. 
 
2. Peter likes thinking of himself in perhaps more 
positive terms than are warranted. He sees himself as 
being someone capable of sacrificing himself as Jesus’ 
(most?) loyal follower.  He wouldn’t think of denying 
Jesus—until he does.  Peter’s bitter remorse after the 
fact is at least tied in part to his recognition that he is 
not the person he thought he was.  He’s a lot weaker, 
for one thing, and much less heroic. 
 
As Christians we have to be able and willing to take a 
long hard look at ourselves, without the rose-colored 
glasses, and recognize that we are not as innocent, not 
a virtuous, not as strong as we tell ourselves we are.  
It's in the light of God’s love for us and his willingness 
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to forgive us and be reconciled that we are able to do 
that.  It’s the service that God wants to provide for us, 
but we have to let him do it. 
 
Spoil alert!  Before the story of the passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus comes to its completion, Jesus 
and Peter will have another moment of encounter, and 
from the experience of his utter failure Peter will 
finally be opened up to grace, a grace that was avail-
able to him all along. 
 
The Gospel stories are for us a remedy and a path 
forward.  In these holiest of days we are invited to put 
ourselves in the story and Peter’s role is the one meant 
for us.  It’s the story that portrays most vividly and 
most completely the common story that is ours:  what 
God wants to do to save us, what our barriers to that 
salvation often are and what they lead to, and finally, 
God’s victory which leads to our reconciliation and 
restoration in spite of all that’s happened. 
 
It’s an awesome and mesmerizing journey—one we 
won’t want to miss! 

 


